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5-Steps in Christian Growth Bible Schoolhouse

INTRODUCTION
WELCOME TO THE BIBLE SCHOOLHOUSE!

We hope you are here because you WANT TO KNOW what the Bible teaches. .

If you LISTEN and UNDERSTAND God’s Word, you will soon begin to find out what God wants your life to be.

When you hear, believe and use what God tells you, through His Word, you will begin to think the way He thinks, and that will be the greatest reward you could ever have!

First of all, let me ask you an extremely important question  ... "Do you believe that Jesus Christ died for your sins?" The Bible clearly declares, "Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved". (Acts 16:31)

Once you have settled the matter of in the Lord Jesus Christ, you can begin things about Him through a concentrated BIBLE and grow up spiritually.  

When a baby begins to grow, he lives mainly on milk and soft foods, because he is not able to chew any other. The same thing is true for a "baby believer". The apostle Peter tells us we must "desire the sincere milk of the Word, that ye may grow thereby" (1 Peter 2:2).
You and I must learn, understand and apply simple truths that are set forth in the Bible before we can understand it I S more difficult teaching.

LET’S GET STARTED ....

We call this series, "FIVE STEPS IN CHRISTIAN GROWTH". There are eleven lessons and a quiz follows each one of them. By

the time you have finished all of the lessons, you should begin to understand the CHRISTIAN WAY OF LIFE.

1 

Bible Schoolhouse 5-Steps-Lesson 1

LESSON 1 
Fellowship With God

Who is able to have FELLOWSHIP WITH GOD? God is PERFECT, and we are far from perfect ... we are sinners!

When Adam and Eve were created and placed in the Garden of Eden, they were innocent, but they were NOT perfect. God gave them a "decider", or a free will by which they could choose to obey or to disobey Him.

God gave them one direct command ... they were told NOT TO EAT OF THE TREE OF THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOOD AND EVIL, and if they did, they would die. However, they WERE permitted to eat of all of the OTHER trees in the garden.

For a long time ... perhaps many years, ... Adam and Eve had perfect fellowship with the Lord, and He came and talked with them every day.

One day, when Eve was by herself in one section of the​ garden, Sa tan came to her and tempted her to disobey God. He urged her to eat of the forbidden fruit. He lied to her by saying that if she ate of the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil, she would be as wise as God. (Genesis 3:1-5)

Eve looked at the forbidden fruit, and she wanted to eat some of it. She was hungry, and the fruit was very beautiful to look upon. Eve was deceived by Satan's lie and took and

ate of the tree. Then she gave some to Adam, and at that moment, they were no longer- innocent ... they received a sin-nature.

Adam and Eve were apparently clothed in light, and now they saw that they were naked. They tried to cover themselves with fig leaves and hid from God. Of course, God found them and drove them out of the Garden of Eden.

Eve was deceived by Satan, but Adam deliberately disobeyed the Lord. They didn't die physically at that time, but they lost their FELLOWSHIP WITH GOD ... that was SPIRITUAL DEATH.

You and I are born into this world with a sin nature, and that nature was passed down to us from Adam. That means we are born spiritually dead, and cannot have fellowship with God until we are "born-again" by faith in Jesus Christ.

2

When we are born-again, we are called "the children of God", as it says in Galatians 3:26: "for ye are all the children of God by FAITH IN CHRIST JESUS". Then the Lord deals with us as His children. We may be obedient children or we may be disobedient children. Having fellowship with God as His child depends upon how we handle our own personal sins. One verse describes that very clearly: "If we confess (name) our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse (purify) us from all unrighteousness (wrong-doing)" If we do not name our known sin to Him, He is displeased with us, and we will be under discipline until we DO name our sin.

------​

Here's a good illustration of how to be in fellowship with God. It is found in Luke 15:11-32. Let's look at it together.

Luke 15:11: "A certain man had two sons". (notice carefully that this parable tells us about a man with TWO sons. It will give a spiritual lesson to us about God the Father and two believers in Jesus Christ)

Luke 15:12: "The father divided his wealth between them".

(this, teaches us that God the Father gives spiritual assets and blessings to ALL believers) Next, we see that they both had free-will and could decide for themselves what they would do with their wealth.

Luke 15:14-16: The younger son wasted his money, and learned that it could not buy happiness'. He spent all of his money

and finally had to find employment working for a farmer and feeding his pigs. He became so desperate that he was about to eat the corn husks that were for the pigs, but no one cared about him. Sometimes, we as believers, get out of fellowship because we want to have our own way. The Lord will let us go our own way so that we may learn how gracious He is when we name our sins and get back in fellowship with Him.

Luke 15: 1 7: Suddenly, the younger son remembered all of the good things he had at home and how foolish he was to be starving. All he had to do was to return to his father, and he would have everything he needed. (a believer may be out of fellowship and miserable. Then he may remember that all he has to do is name his sin to his Heavenly, Father and get back in the place of blessing again.

Luke 15:18: The Prodigal Son in this parable made a decision in his mind to get out of the pig pen and return to his father. (remember ... the decision we
make
to get back in fellowship with the Lord is made in our MIND ... before we actually name our sin)

3​

Luke 15: 19: Now we see his emotions getting in the way of his THINKING as he says to his father, "Father, I am not worthy to be called your son ... make me as one of your hired

servants". The father and son relationship could not be changed, no matter what they may want to do about it! (neither can our relationship with our Heavenly Father be changed. It isn't who and what we are that is important ... what matters is WHO and WHAT the LORD IS!)

Luke 15:20-24: While the prodigal son was a long way off, his father saw him and was overjoyed to see him. (when we name our sins to the Lord, His attitude toward us is always GRACE. Grace is what God gives to us ... we cannot deserve or earn it. HE GIVES US EVERYTHING)

Luke 15: 25-30: Next we see the older brother get out of

fellowship, because he is full of jealousy and envy. (that should never be your attitude toward another Christian who gets out of fellowship and names his sin and is restored to fellowship)


Luke
1 5: 31 - 3 2:
An attitude of GRACE
 is
extended
toward

BOTH sons in this story. (It teaches us that God loves us with a perfect love that never changes, and He always forgives us when we name our sins to Him.

------​

By reading and gaining a good understanding all of the verses in Luke chapter 15, you will realize the importance of confessing your known sins to God and being in fellowship with Him.

------​
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Quiz & Answers

Lesson 1

1. What causes a Christian to be out of fellowship with the

Lord? __________________________________________________________
2. Does being out of fellowship mean we have lost our salvation? ________  Why? _________________________________________________
3. What does the Lord do to us when we are out of fellowship with Him? ___________________________________________________________
4. What can we do to keep from being disciplined? ________________________________________________________________
5. How do we know when we have committed a sin? ________________________________________________________________
****************************

ANSWERS TO QUIZ:

1. Because we have a sin-nature and want to disobey the Lord.

2. No! Once we have put our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, He will discipline us as children, but we are still His child.

3. He disciplines us so we will name our sins to Him.

4. Learn God's Word and learn to be obedient to Him.

5. We sin because we want to.. Our conscience tells us when we are guilty of sins.
5
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LESSON 2

Carnality and Human Viewpoint

In our first lesson, we learned that when we name our sins to the Lord, we are said to be in fellowship with Him.

When we are out of fellowship, the Bible says we are CARNAL. The word "carnal" means to have no interest in spiritual things.

Instead, the believer looks at life from the human viewpoint

rather than from God's viewpoint.
.

Let's consider an example of how a man thinks and acts when he is a believer out of fellowship with the Lord. This example will be one of a great man by the name of Solomon. Solomon was one of the younger sons of King David, and the Lord told David that Solomon would follow him as king over the nation Israel.

Solomon was the wisest and the wealthiest man who has ever lived, because he asked the Lord for wisdom to rule God's people

and
not
for
riches
or
power
for
himself.
2
Chronicles
1: 10

tells us how he asked for that wisdom: "Give me wisdom and knowledge that I may go out and come in before this people; for who can rule this thy people that are so many?"

God's answer was that because he asked for wisdom to rule instead of asking for riches, honor, power and long life, all of those would be given to him. Also, he would be the wisest and wealthiest man of all time. (I Kings 3:11-13)


After those words of blessing, God warned Solomon to be

careful not to disobey the Word of God.

Sadly however, even though he had every possible earthly blessing plus great wisdom, Solomon's heart was turned away from the Lord when he was old. I Kings 11: 4 tells us why: "...when Solomon was old, his wives turned his heart after other gods".

Solomon had 700 wives! They were princesses who were given to Solomon by kings of other nations as a guarantee of peace between Israel and that nation. (during Solomon's 40-year reign, there were no wars in that part of the world)

6 ​

Many of Solomon's wives worshipped idols, and he built temples for their false gods in order to please them. And, when he was old, he went into those idol temples and bowed down to the false gods, which made God very angry. Severe discipline followed.

When he was out of fellowship, Solomon looked at life from the human viewpoint. He wrote the book of Ecclesiastes after he named his sins, and in that book, he tells us about all of the things he substituted for having fellowship with God. He

was looking for happiness, and he didn't find it in any of the pleasures he obtained. Ecclesiastes 2:1-11 lists them for us:

1. laughter, fun and wine


   (a) apes and peacocks were brought to entertain him


(2 Chronicles 9:21)

3. owning a lot of property/ranching

4. gems and unusual treasure

5. good music

6. many wives and children

At the end of the book of Ecclesiastes, Solomon tells us his attitude after he was back in fellowship with the Lord and

saw
what
was
really
important
in
life:
"Remember
now
thy

Creator, in the days of thy youth ... (Ecclesiastes 12:1) Then he ends the book with sound advice to his readers ... TRUST

AND OBEY THE WORD OF GOD.

We can learn much from the Proverbs that were written by King Solomon. Many of the things he says there are the result of the excellent training he received from his father David.

Both David and Solomon tell us in the scriptures that a thorough knowledge of God's Word is the most important thing in the life of every Christian.

7 ​

Quiz & Answers Lesson 2

1. Solomon tried at least six different substitutes for having fellowship with the Lord. How many can you name? _______________

________________________________________________________________

2. God has a perfect plan for your life. What do you think He expects you to do to find that plan? ___________________________________
________________________________________________________________
3. Can a Christian find lasting happiness when he is out of fellowship with God?  ________    Why? _________________________
________________________________________________________________
***********************************

ANSWERS TO QUIZ:

1. laughter, fun, wine
owning a lot of property/ranching
gems and unusual treasure
good music
many wives and children
2. Learn to obey Him by studying and applying the Word of God in our lives so that we may find His purpose for us.
3. NO!!
Only by being in fellowship with the Lord can bring the believer true happiness.
8
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LESSON 3

What is Spirituality?

In our last lesson, we saw how Solomon acted and thought when he was out of fellowship with the Lord. Again, let’s remember the importance of confessing (naming) known sins as soon as we realize we have done something displeasing to the Lord. Why should we do that? Well, God the Holy Spirit is our teacher, and He communicates with us by teaching our human spirit ... not our soul. If we grieve or quench the Holy Spirit because of sin in our life, we cannot be taught the Word of God.

The age in which we live is called the CHURCH AGE. The purpose of the Holy Spirit in the Church Age is to make us like the Lord Jesus Christ. He produces in us what the Bible calls "the fruit of the Spirit", which is. LOVE, JOY, PEACE, LONG-SUFFERING, GENTLENESS, FAITHFULNESS, MEEKNESS and SELF-CONTROL. When all of those qualities are evident in our lives, other people will be attracted to us so that we can witness to them about the Lord Jesus Christ.

We should want to be spiritual rather than carnal, and the next few lessons in this series will be about the subject of SPIRITUALITY. Spirituality is NOT a feeling or an emotion, but it is a way of life when a Christian is in fellowship with God. We may have a great victory in our life and then suddenly fall flat on our face. You see, when we are successful, we have a tendency to get proud, and that is a big problem. We can be defeated easily if we don't catch it in time.

There was a prophet of God in the Old Testament who was doing a wonderful job for the Lord, and then became frightened and stopped trusting the Lord. That prophet's name was Elijah. God sent Elijah to minister to the people in Israel. The people were worshipping idols and God at the same time, and. you can't do that!  Their king was
a man by the name of Ahab who was a very carnal believer who had married a beautiful princess called Jezebel. Jezebel worshipped several idols, and she persuaded many of the people in the land to do the same. She had 450 prophets of the god Baal, and Jezebel fed and clothed those prophets. Elijah came into town and told Ahab to bring the 450 prophets of Ball and also 400 other prophets who were in charge of the worship of another of Jezebel's idols, to a sacrifice. He told the prophets of Baal to make an offering on an altar and then call upon Baal to answer their prayers and accept their offering by sending fire to consume it. From morning until evening they shouted, prayed, cut themselves with knives, etc., but Baal did not answer. Then Elijah made an offering unto God, and God answered by consuming the 
 9​

sacrifice with fire. When the people saw that, they knew that Elijah was the only true prophet and that Elijah's God was the only true God, and they fell down and worshipped at the altar. After that, Elijah ordered the execution of the false prophets.
Ahab was frightened, and he went home to tell Jezebel what Elijah had done to her prophets.
Jezebel's
reaction
was
one of extreme anger, and she sent a messenger with a note to Elijah telling
him he would be a dead man by the following day. (she could have sent an assassin with a dagger to kill him, but, of course the Lord was protecting Elijah).

When he got the threatening note, Elijah became so afraid that he took his eyes off the Lord and could think only of his own safety. He ran a day's journey into the wilderness, sat down under a tree and asked the Lord to let him die! Instead of taking Elijah's life, God provided food and water to strengthen him and sent him far away from Jezebel. He was able to go 40 days and 40 nights on the strength of that food which the Lord gave him, and then Elijah found a cave in which to hide. He went into that cave to sulk and to feel very sorry for himself!

Then the Lord asked, "What are you doing here, Elijah?

(I Kings 19:9) Elijah answered, "I have been very zealous for the Lord God of Hosts; for the children of Israel have forsaken thy covenant, thrown down thine altars, and slain thy prophets with the sword; and I, even I only, am left, and they seek my life to take it away" (I Kings 19: 10) . The Lord told Elijah to walk close to the mouth of the cave, and the He sent a fierce wind that tore up the mountains and broke the rocks into little pieces. After that, the Lord sent an earthquake and a fire, but none of those miracles made Elijah get his eyes back on the Lord. Then something very strange happened that made Elijah wrap his mantle about his face and walk out into the light ... the Lord had sent TOTAL SILENCE! While Elijah stood there in complete amazement, the Lord asked again, "What are you doing here, Elijah?" (I Kings 1 9: 1 3b) The same answer came back to the Lord ... "I”, "ME" , "I'M THE ONLY ONE SERVING YOU" . . . Elijah's thoughts are still only for himself!

Because Elijah could no longer have the respect of the people, God told him that he would be replaced by another prophet and that He still had 7,000 people in Israel who had not bowed their knees to Baal!

Elijah's experience should teach all of us that we must trust the Lord in everything we do, and that we should be sure to name our sins to Him so that we can stay in fellowship and grow up spiritually.

10​
Quiz & Answers
Lesson 3

1. What makes our lives attractive to other people? _____________

_________________________________________________________________
2. The Holy Spirit can only teach our human spirit, not our soul. (True) (False)

3. Can we fail the Lord right after a great victory? ________  Why?
_________________________________________________________________ 

4. Why was Jezebel angry with Elijah? ___________________________

_________________________________________________________________
5. Elijah was out of fellowship because he was afraid.  What other sin did he commit? ______________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________
6. When Elijah was hiding in the cave, why couldn't he be honest with the Lord? __________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________
*********

ANSWERS TO QUIZ:

1. When we are in fellowship with the Lord, the Holy Spirit makes the "fruit of the Spirit" visible in our lives.

2. TRUE

3. Because we often become proud of what we have accomplished.

4. Because he killed her prophets.

5. He was full of self-pity

6. Because he couldn't get his eyes off himself. He made excuses for his actions.
11
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LESSON 4
Eternal Security

In order to grow in the grace and knowledge of the Lord, we must be sure we understand that whatever God does is PERMANENT. He doesn't give us eternal life one day and take it away the next! He tells us in John 10: 28: "I give unto them eternal life, and they shall never perish; neither shall any man pluck them out of My hand".
If a Christian doesn't believe that he has ETERNAL SECURITY, he will spend his entire life wondering if he has done something to lose his salvation.

When you were born into your human family, you became the child of your mother and father. The same is true when you are born-again ... you have entered into God's family at the very moment you believed in the Lord Jesus Christ!

You may be a disobedient child who must be disciplined from time-to-time until you. learn that it is better to obey than to suffer discipline, or you may want to spend your life being an obedient child and enjoy the good things your parents (or God) wants you to have.

The Apostle Paul tells us that when we build upon a foundation of faith in Jesus Christ by learning and applying the things He tells us in His Word, we can grow spiritually, and there are rewards in this life and also in eternity.

1 Corinthians 3:11-15 teach the following to us:

verse 11 ..."For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ."

(that verse emphasizes the doctrine of Eternal Security which tells us that Eternal Life was given to us at the moment of salvation and can never be taken away)

verse 12 ..."Now if any man build upon this foundation, gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay and stubble.."

(Divine Good is illustrated by gold, silver and precious stones, because they are indestructible ... even in the hottest fire. In fact, they are made even more beautiful as a result of fire!).
​12
(human good is illustrated by wood, hay and stubble, which


are three materials that burn very easily)

verse 13 ..."Every man's work (production in this life) shall be made manifest; for the day shall declare

it, because it shall be revealed by fire, and

the fire shall test every man's work to see of what it is made."

(One day, we as believers, will stand before the Judgment Seat of Christ. All our human and divine good will be tested to see what will survive fire)

verse 14 ..."If any man's work survives the fire, he shall


receive a reward."

(Only Divine Good will survive, and the believer will be


rewarded by the Lord for it.)

verse 15 .. . "If any man's work shall be burned, he shall suffer loss; but he himself shall be saved; yet so as by fire."

(The loss we will suffer is not salvation but the rewards which the Lord wants us to have for time spent in fellowship with Him. We may do many wonderful things for others during this life for which we will not be rewarded, because we were out of fellowship when we did them.

The Lord doesn't tell us what wonderful
rewards
He has for us in eternity, but we can be sure they will be PERFECT, because He is perfect, and He is even more wonderful than we could ever imagine Him to be!

God the Holy Spirit wants to glorify Jesus, not the believer! When Jesus Christ is glorified, other people want to know about Him. 
Only when you and I as Christians are in fellowship with the Lord, can the Holy Spirit produce the "fruit of the Spirit" in our lives.
13 ​

Quiz & Answers Lesson 4

1 . When a Christian is in fellowship with the Lord, the Holy Spirit produces certain things in his life. How many can you name? _______
___________________________________________________________________
2. Divine Good is compared to 3 things that can't be burned.   What are they? _________________________________________________________
3. Are the following statements TRUE or FALSE:

(a) we may be a little bit spiritual or carnal (T/F)

(b) God the Holy Spirit wants to glorify the believer and make him look important (T/F)

(c) we are filled with the Holy Spirit when we name our
sins to the Lord (T/F)

(d) human good is sometimes the result of being filled with the Holy Spirit (T/F)

(e) all human good will be burned at the Judgment Seat of Christ (T/F)

************

ANSWERS TO QUIZ:

1. love, joy, peace, long-suffering, gentleness, goodness, faithfulness and self-control

2. gold, silver and precious stones

(a) FALSE (we are either SPIRITUAL or CARNAL)

(b) FALSE (the Holy Spirit wants to glorify Jesus Christ) 

(c) TRUE (that is the ONLY way to be in fellowship) 

(d) FALSE (God cannot accept human good)
(e) TRUE (only Divine Good will be rewarded)
14
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LESSON 5

What is the Christian Life?

Every Christian needs to understand that there will be rewards for these who are obedient to God’s Word. The rewards are called CROWNS in the New Testament epistles. Here is a list of these crowns and how they may be earned:

1.  The CROWN OF RIGHTEOUSNESS. This crown is earned by


believing the promises of God.

(2 Timothy 4: 7,8) "I have fought a geed fight. I have finished my course. I have kept the faith. Henceforth, there is laid up for me a CROWN OF RIGHTEOUSNESS".

2.  The CROWN OF JOY. This crown is given for winning others to Jesus Christ by giving the Gospel message to them, and for helping other believers to grow up spiritually.

(Philippians 4: 1 ) "Therefore my brethren, dearly beloved and longed for, my JOY and CROWN, stand fast in the Lord, my dearly beloved".

3.
The
CROWN
OF
GLORY.
This
crown
is
a
special
crown given

to pastors, to. those who do pastoral work, and also to those who glorify the Lord Jesus Christ by correctly teaching the Word of God.

(1 Peter 5: 4) "And when the Chief Shepherd shall appear, ye shall receive a CROWN OF GLORY that fadeth not away".

4.



The CROWN OF LIFE. This crown is for the believer endures tremendous testing, who resists temptation keeps his mind en the Lord Jesus Christ in every circumstance of life.




who. and

(James 1:12) "Blessed is the man that endureth temptation; for when he is tested, he shall receive the CROWN OF LIFE, which the Lord has promised to them that love Him".

5.
The
INCORRUPTIBLE
CROWN.
This
crown
will
be
rewarded
to

the Christian for the time he spends in fellowship with the Lord. It will never fade away or lose its value like human rewards do.

15 ​

(I Corinthians 9:25) "And every man that strives for the mastery is temperate (in training) in all things. Now they (the Olympic athletes) do it to obtain a corruptible crown (Ivy leaves or Oak Leaves), but we do it to obtain

an INCORRUPTIBLE CROWN".


Of course, we all want to receive the rewards that the Lord has for us, so we must ask the following questions of ourselves: (1) am I in spiritual condition, or am I spiritually flabby? (2) Have I named my known sins to the. Lord so that I will be in fellowship with Him? (3) do I believe and use the promises of God?

In I Corinthians 9: 24-27, the Apostle Paul compares the Christian way of life to the Olympic Games as they were conducted

in
the
ancient
world.
He
says
that
all
the
participating

athletes were in the race, but only one received the prize. The same is true in the Christian's life ... we are ALL in full​time service for the Lord, but not all will receive a full reward.

(1 Corinthians 9: 24; 25a) "Know ye not that they which run in a race, run all, but one receives the prize? So run that ye may obtain.

Every man who strives for the mastery is temperate in all things".

To "strive for the mastery" meant that every Olympic athlete had to go through certain training before he could run in the race and compete for the prize. If you had lived in Paul's day and wanted to enter the games, you would go to the registration office and present your birth certificate ... you had to prove that you were a citizen. So it is with the Christian ... you must be a believer in the Lord Jesus Christ before you can serve Him.

Just pretend that you are an athlete enrolling in the Olympic Games in Greece in 59 A.D. After you have been accepted as a contestant, you are taken to the door of the gym. You say goodbye to family and friends for about a year. Inside the gym, a Marshall is assigned to you. Each contestant has his own Marshall who instructs him, rubs him with oil, etc. First, he takes you to your own little room where you have a bed and a bench. He gives a list of rules for you to learn and obey. You are not allowed to eat candy, cake, pie, etc. during the training period. If you are caught eating any of those, you will be thrown out of the gym and disqualified.

16 ​

From time to time a whistle will blow, and you will have to report outside the gym clothed only in the oil that the

Marshall has put on your body. No matter if you are a boxer, a runner or a discus thrower, all of the athletes must do the same exercises.

(the application applies to every Christian ... we are all instructed to be filled with the Holy Spirit and we will be rewarded for our obedience to God's Word).

As a winner, the athlete would receive a crown of Ivy leaves or Fig leaves. (now you may say, . "I’d really have rocks in my head instead of brains if lid go through all of that sheer agony with no sweets, TV or anything else I enjoy in life just to win a crown of leaves that will die in a few hours!")

Well ... this is why they did it... when the winner was brought back to his own city, they cut a hole in the wall for him to go through. On the other side of the wall stood the Mayor and other important people to greet him. They took him through the city in a golden chariot and then brought him to the public square where he was told he would never again have to pay taxes and his children would be educated at public expense! In I Corinthians 9:25b, the Apostle Paul called those rewards "corruptible crowns", because they would eventually fade away:

"Now they do it to obtain a corruptible crown, but we an

serve the Lord to obtain an incorruptible crown".

You and I as believers in the Lord Jesus Christ have the wonderful privilege of opening our mouths and giving the Gospel message to anyone who is willing to listen. Also, as we learn, believe and apply Bible Doctrine in our own lives, we will be able to help other believers grow spiritually. Then, at the Judgment Seat of Christ, we will be rewarded with INCORRUPTIBLE CROWNS that will never fade away.
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Quiz and Answers Lesson 5
1. How many of
the crowns that the Lord would like to give us can you name? __________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________
2. What illustration did the Apostle Paul use to teach us about rewards? ___________________________________________________________
3. Are ALL believers in
full-time Christian service? ______________
4. Why did the athletes in the Olympic Games try to win a crown?
____________________________________________________________________
5. What was the Olympic crown made of? _____________________________
6. Will Christians' crowns last? _____ Why? ________________________
____________________________________________________________________
*******

ANSWERS TO QUIZ: 

1. Crown of Righteousness;
Crown of Joy; Crown of Glory; Crown of Life; Incorruptible Crown

2. Greek Olympic Games 

3. Yes...every Christian is in full-time service

4. they would be exempt from taxes, and their children would be educated at public expense 

5. Ivy leaves or Oak leaves

6. our crowns will be INCORRUPTIBLE and never fade
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LESSON 6

Believing the Promises of God

While you and I are on this earth, we have the opportunity of using some of the thousands of promises which God has given to us in His Word, the Bible. Before we can use those promises, we must learn them and then apply them to our lives.

In Hebrews chapter 11, we are given the faith-experiences of some wonderful Old Testament believers to teach us that they became great because they believed the promises of God and lived their lives accordingly.

One of those great faith heroes was a man by the name of

Joseph. He was the eleventh son of Jacob, and the grandson of Isaac and the great-grandson of Abraham. The Bible records something about Joseph's faith that may seem rather unusual to us, but God considered it very important ... when he was dying, Joseph said to his eleven brothers: "I'm about to die, and God will surely come to your aid and bring you out of this land of Egypt. You shall carry up my bones from this place and bury them in the land of Shechem with my forefathers". (Genesis 50:21-25)

When Joseph is first introduced to us in the Bible, it was recorded in Genesis chapter 37. Joseph was seventeen years of age and was placed in charge of his father's flocks. His ten older brothers were very jealous of him, and they sold him to some Ishmaelite traders that were going to Egypt. As a slave, Joseph was bought by an official in Egypt by the name of potiphar. Joseph served Potiphar for nine years, and was made overseer of his estate. (Joseph was a very dependable young man, and wherever he went, he was placed in a position of authority)
Potiphar's wife observed Joseph during those years and wanted to have a personal relationship with him. When Joseph said "No", she lied to her husband, and Potiphar threw Joseph into prison. Not long after he was imprisoned, the keeper of the prison put, Joseph in charge of all of the other prisoners.

After two years, two of Pharoah' s officials were thrown into the prison. One of them had planned to assassinate the king, so he had them both locked. up while he made an investigation to see which one was guilty.
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The Lord gave Joseph the ability to understand and interpret dreams. While the men were in prison under Joseph's care, they both had a dream. Their dream revealed which of them was guilty.  The offender, who was the Chief Baker in the palace, was hanged and the Chief Cup Bearer was restored to his position. Joseph took his eyes off the Lord and trusted Chief Cup Bearer to plead his case
before Pharoah, but
when
he
got
out,
he completely forgot about him. The Lord disciplined Joseph by leaving him in prison for two additional years.

At the end of those two years, Pharoah had a dream, and none of his magicians were able to tell him the meaning of it. Suddenly, the Chief Cup Bearer remembered Joseph and told Pharoah how Joseph had correctly interpreted the dreams that he .and the Chief Baker had when they were in the prison.

Pharoah sent for Joseph and learned that God wanted Pharoah to know that there would be a very great seven year famine in the land. That famine would follow a period of seven very good years, and Joseph suggested that the Pharoah appoint someone dependable to take charge of the grain during the seven years of plenty. The king was so impressed that he promoted Joseph to be his Prime Minister and to be in charge of gathering grain during the good years so his people wouldn't starve during the famine.

Joseph was Prime Minister of Egypt for 80 years before he died. During the first few years, he brought his father and his eleven brothers with their families to Egypt and he took care of them. At the end of his life, we saw how he instructed them regarding his bones.
Joseph was just one of many great people who learned to believe and use the promises of God. It can be profitable for each one of us to learn about their successes and their failures too as we read about their lives in the Bible.

"SO THEN FAITH COMES BY HEARING,
 AND HEARING BY THE WORD OF GOD".


           (Romans 10:17)
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Quiz and Answers Lesson 6

1.
What
should we do with the PROMISES OF GOD? ____________
_____________________________________________________________
2.
What did God think was most important in Joseph's life? 
_____________________________________________________________
3.
Why did Joseph's brothers sell him into slavery? 
_____________________________________________________________
4.
How did Joseph become Prime Minister of Egypt? 
_____________________________________________________________
5.
What did Joseph do to his brothers after he became the Prime Minister of Egypt? __________________________________________
6.
What was so special about the men and women that are listed in Hebrews chapter 11? _________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
*******

ANSWERS TO QUIZ:

1. we must learn, believe and use God's promises

2. when he told his family to carry his bones to Shechem

3. because they were jealous

4. he interpreted Pharoah's dreams and was able to keep the people from starving

5. he took care of them

6. because of their faith in the promises of God
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LESSON 7

The Exodus Generation

In our previous lesson, we learned that Joseph's eleven brothers and their families went to live in Egypt where Joseph had been taken as a slave more than thirty years before and had become Prime Minister of that great nation.

Joseph lived to be 110 years old, and the man who was Pharoah during those years had been very friendly to him and to his family. When that Pharoah died, a new dynasty took control over Egypt. The new Pharoah had never known Joseph, and he wasn't happy that the Jews had multiplied so greatly in his nation. He was afraid that they would become so powerful that they would outnumber the Egyptians, so he made slaves of them.

For 400 years, the Jews were in bondage in Egypt, and then, as the Lord had promised Abraham many hundreds of years before, He brought them out of Egypt by the hand of a deliverer by the name of Moses. Moses grew up in the palace of Egypt and was believed to be the son of Pharoah's daughter. Instead, he was the son of Jewish parents who had put him in a basket on the Nile River when he was three months old to keep him from being killed.
Pharoah's soldiers were ordered to kill every Jewish baby boy that was two years old and younger, and Moses' parents know that the Lord had a very special purpose for their son. He was born into the right family and at the right time in history to be marked out as the deliverer of the Jews as God had promised. Pharoah' s daughter found and rescued him and raised him as
her own  son.

Moses grew to manhood and had the respect of the Pharoah and all the Egyptians as well. In Acts 7: 22, we are told : "And Moses was well-educated in all the wisdom of the Egyptians, and he was mighty in words and in deeds". Moses would have been the next Pharoah, but God had other plans for him. When he was 40 years old, Moses learned that he was not an Egyptian but a Jew. He was faced with a very serious decision ... would he stay in Egypt, or would he obey the Lord and become the leader of the Children of Israel. Hebrews 11: 24,25 tell us about his decision: "By faith, Moses, when he was come to years, refused to be called the son of Pharoah's daughter. Choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people of God, than to enjoy the pleasures of sin (his sin nature) for a season".
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Moses chose to obey the Lord, but before he could lead the people out of their bondage, God had to convince the Pharoah to let the people go. Many plagues were sent upon Egypt in an attempt to make Pharoah release the slaves, and finally they were set free to follow Moses into the wilderness.

Even though the people had seen with their own eyes how the Lord delivered them from slavery, they still refused to believe what the Lord said about taking them to a land of their very own. God provided their food and all their needs while they wandered in the wilderness for 40 years. Even their shoes and clothing never wore out, and still they were in constant rebellion against God's provision.

The Lord tested the people to see if they would trust Him. The first big test was to have TOO MUCH WATER. After Pharoah agreed to let them go, he changed his mind and pursued after them with his chariot army. The Red Sea was in front of them, and the Egyptians were behind them, and the Israelites hit the panic button! Moses said, "   . . . fear ye not! Stand still and see the salvation (deliverance) of the Lord, which He will show you today; for the Egyptians whom ye have seen today, ye shall see them again no more forever. The Lord shall fight for you, and ye shall hold your peace". (Exodus 14:13,14)

Then the Lord parted the waters of the Red Sea, and made a dry path for them in which to escape. After they were safely on the opposite shore, the Lord closed the waters, and the people saw the Egyptian army drown before their eyes! For a short time after that, the people trusted the Lord and were content, but then another test came to them, and they complained bitterly to Moses. This time they had no water to drink, and they said, "it would have been better for us to have stayed in Egypt than to die out here in the. desert" ... they were ready to stone him! Moses prayed to the Lord, and the Lord gave people water out of a rock ... enough water for all of the people and also for their flocks.

Because of their constant complaining and rebellion, the Lord made them. wander in the wilderness for 40 years. He also told them that all of the generation that He delivered from slavery would die in the desert, but their children would go into the land: "Surely, there shall not one of these men of this evil generation will see that good land which I swore to give unto your fathers (Abraham, Isaac and Jacob). 
(Deuteronomy 1:35)

Today, there are many people in our own nation who do not seem to be interested in knowing and obeying the Word of God, and we are being disciplined in various ways. It will be up to you, our younger generation, to find the will of God for your lives and get to know Him through a regular study of His Word, the Bible.
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Quiz and Answers Lesson 7

1. Why did the Pharoah of Egypt make slaves of the Jews?
______________________________________________________________
2. How many years were the Jews slaves in Egypt? _____________
3. Who led the Children of Israel out of Egypt? ______________
4. What was their first big test after they left Egypt? 
______________________________________________________________
5. What did the Lord provide for them? _______________________
6. How were they disciplined for their unbelief in God's provision for them? ____________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________
7. What can we learn from their example of failure to trust the Lord? ________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________
*******

ANSWERS TO QUIZ:

1. Pharoah was afraid they would outnumber the Egyptian people

2. 400 years

3. Moses

4. too much water ... the Red Sea

5. God parted the waters of the Red Sea and made a dry path for them. When they were safely on the other shore, he closed the waters, and the Egyptians were drowned

6. they had to wander for 40 years in the wilderness and the older generation would die there. Their children would go into the promised land

7. God ALWAYS keeps His Word!!
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LESSON 8
Divine Viewpoint

In our previous lesson, we saw how the Children of Israel failed because they wouldn't put their faith in the promise of God when He said He would take them to a land of their own.

Today, let's examine the word FAITH. Faith means to have conviction that something which has not been proven by any visual evidence. Faith is something you can have in your mind regarding

a
future
event.
You
can't
see
it
with your
eyes,
but
you
are

absolutely sure it WILL happen.

Faith must have an object, because you can't put your trust in nothing!
First of
all,
a Christian has faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, and after that, he must have faith in the promises of God.

The Exodus generation should have had faith in God's promise

to
them
of
a
land
of
their
own.
Before
they
would
reach
that

Promised Land, the Lord said He would provide all of their needs. They refused to believe that, and the Lord became very angry with them.

In Hebrews 3:7-13, we are warned that we should not follow the example of the Children of Israel in the wilderness. They saw how the Lord delivered them from Egyptian slavery, provided a deliverer for them, gave them food and clothing for 40 years, and they still refused to believe Him. The Lord had a place of rest for that generation, but they couldn't have it because of their unbelief in His promise.

The Lord has provided a "rest" for us today in the Church Age. Ours is a mental rest that we may have when we put our FAITH in His promises...particularly the promise of Eternal Life for all who have put their faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. When we enter into that rest, we are free of worry, anxiety and other outside pressures in our lives.

Romans 14:23 tells us: "..whatsoever is not of faith is SIN" . When we learn and understand that principle and refuse to believe it, that is an act of SIN.

As Christians, we must learn to think the way God thinks.  That is, we must have DIVINE VIEWPOINT at all times. We can only have His viewpoint by having a regular intake of the Word of God.  It takes time to learn and understand what God wants us to know, so we must be eager, alert and diligent in the pursuit of DIVINE VIEWPOINT.
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Quiz and Answers Lesson 8
1. In your own words, explain what you understand about FAITH.
______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________
2. Why must we believe the promises of God? __________________

______________________________________________________________
3. What do we mean by DIVINE VIEWPOINT? ______________________

______________________________________________________________
*******

ANSWERS TO QUIZ:

1. it means to be sure of something even though you can't see it with your eyes

2. having FAITH in the promises of God is the only way we can please Him. Whatever is not of FAITH is SIN

3. Divine Viewpoint is what God thinks
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LESSON 9
Resisting Temptation

Do you know the difference between being tested and being tempted? When you are tested, you are given an examination to find out what you have learned after a period of teaching time. If you have used the principles we've talked about in previous lessons, such as: LISTENING, CONCENTRATING, UNDERSTANDING and APPLYING (which is doing), you should be able to pass the test and get good grades on it. However, if you were not paying attention and you did not apply those principles, you will surely fail the test.

Being tempted is what someone may try to get you to do that is wrong or against what you know you should not do. Temptation is a means of trying to persuade you to act or think in an evil way by the use of something that is attractive to you.

One of the names the Bible gives to Satan is "TEMPTER", and he is also called the "SERPENT". Both names refer to Satan's temptation of Eve in the Garden of Eden when he appeared in the form of a serpent. 2 Corinthians 11: 3 says, "But I have concern for you, lest by any means, as the serpent beguiled Eve through his subtil ty, so your minds should be corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ". This is a warning about false teaching regarding the Lord Jesus Christ.

At His baptism, Jesus was identified with the plan of God the Father.
That
plan
was
for
Jesus to die as a substitute for the sins of the world at the end of His 3-year ministry on this earth. Satan wanted to change that plan, and he was given permission by the Father to tempt the humanity of Jesus Christ.

Jesus Christ is God and man in one Person forever. Deity cannot be tempted, but Jesus had a free-will and could have accepted
what
Satan offered Him.
Immediately after He was identified with His Father's plan, Jesus was led out into the desert to be tempted by the Devil himself. Jesus had not eaten for 40 days, so the first thing Satan tried to do was to make Him turn stones into bread to satisfy His hunger. Jesus answered, "... it is written, ‘Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds out of the mouth of God'"
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Then Satan took Jesus up to the very peak of the temple and asked Him to jump. He said that God would send angels to keep Him from being killed by the fall. Again, Jesus answered with Scripture: "...it is written again, 'Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God'" Satan knew that Jesus is God in the flesh!

Last of all, the Devil took Jesus up on a high mountain and showed Him all of the kingdoms of the world and the glory of them and said to Him, "All these things will I give to You if You will fall down and worship me". Jesus responded, "Get out of here, Satan; for it is written, 'You shall worship the Lord thy God, and Him only shall you serve'”.

After those three attempts failed to tempt Jesus, Satan left Him, and angels came and ministered to Him.

We will never be tempted by Satan as Jesus was, but we are told, "Every man is tempted when he is drawn away by his own lust and enticed". (James 1:14) Also in 1 John 2:15-17 we are warned, "Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him; for all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is NQT of the Father, but is of the world. And the world passes away, and the lust thereof, but he that does the will of God abides forever".

There are three areas of temptation for any believer. First, we see something we want to satisfy our appetite. (it could be anything that we think of more highly than God). Next, we see something that is beautiful. We know we shouldn't have it, but we want it. Last of all, our pride is more important to us than the Word of God, so to look good to other people, we don't declare the Gospel to them when we have the opportunity.

Here's a final thought on the subject of temptation:

"Let no man say when he is tempted, 'lam tempted by God; for God cannot be tempted

with evil, neither does He tempt any man"

(James 1:13)
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Quiz and Answers Lesson 9

1. What does it mean to be tested?  ___________________________

_______________________________________________________________
2. What does it mean to be tempted? ___________________________

_______________________________________________________________
3. What other names were given to Satan in the Bible? _________

_______________________________________________________________
4. What did Satan try to get Jesus to do? _____________________

_______________________________________________________________
5.We are tempted in 3 areas.
Can you name them? ______________

_______________________________________________________________
6. Does God tempt us or test us? ______________________________
*******

ANSWERS TO .QUIZ:

1. examined to find out what we have learned

2. to be persuaded to think or do something that is wrong or evil

3. devil, tempter, serpent

4. turn stones into bread; jump off the roof of the temple; accept the kingdoms of the world

5. to satisfy our body, our eyes and our pride

6. God does not tempt anyone, and He cannot be tempted.  He does test us to see if we really want to honor Him

Bible Schoolhouse 5-Steps-Lesson 10

LESSON 10

Learning to Trust the Lord

The Lord trained many Old Testament believers by way of taking care of sheep. Many lessons can be learned by caring for and watching sheep. In John 10:27,28, Jesus called His followers sheep: "My sheep hear My voice and they follow Me. And I give unto them eternal life, and they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of My hand".

In ancient Israel, a shepherd would lead his flocks rather than follow behind them. The sheep knew the voice of their own shepherd, and they would not follow a stranger. A shepherd carried a staff that had one curved end called a "crook". With it, the shepherd could rescue a lamb if it fell off the side of a hill. If a lamb or sheep continually strayed away from the flock, the shepherd would use the other end of the staff to discipline the animal.

When King David was young, his father put him in charge of the family flocks. David learned a great deal about the Lord as a young man, and he spent most of his time out in the wilderness thinking about the things Moses taught that were passed down to his generation by his forefathers.

David was the youngest in a family of eight sons. His father Jesse lived in Bethlehem. One day David was called home to attend a sacrifice to the Lord that was to be offered by the priest Samuel.. David left his sheep in the hands of a keeper, and before he arrived at the sacrifice Samuel asked Jesse to present each one of the other seven sons to him. (The Lord had sent Samuel there to anoint the next king over Israel, and his choice would be one of the sons of Jesse)
The Lord rejected each of the seven sons of Jesse, but when David arrived, the Lord said to Samuel, "... arise and anoint him, for this is he".
We must understand that before the Bible was completed, God spoke through dreams, visions and direct conversations to certain people and for a particular purpose. However, since 90 A.D., when the Bible was completed, God speaks ONLY through His written word. He has given men to us who have the gift of pastor-teacher for the communication of His Word to believers so that they may learn it and grow up spiritually.
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David was chosen by the Lord to be the next king over Israel, but thirteen years would pass by before he would be ready to sit on the throne as their king. David's father, his brothers and all of the people who were present at that sacrifice understood
what
it meant when Samuel anointed David.
After his anointing, David went back to shepherding the sheep.

Not long after that, the Philistines, one of Israel's enemies, were preparing to fight against them. Saul was king of Israel, and he prepared his army for battle. Both armies were positioned on two opposite mountains, and there was a valley between them. The Philistines had a champion warrior by the name of Goliath. He was extremely large and powerful. He stood 9~ feet tall, and he had a big, loud voice that terrified all of Saul's men night and day for 40 days. He would appear every day in the valley below and shout to the Israelites, "Why have you come out to set your battle in array? Am I not a Philistine, and you are Saul's servants? Choose a man from among you, and let him come and fight with me. If he is able to kill me, we will be your servants, but if I kill him, you will be our servants". (1 Samuel 17: 8,9)

Saul's men were on the panic button! Suddenly, David appeared in their camp with food and supplies for his brothers. Several of his older brothers were in Saul's army. Just as David arrived, Goliath was making his challenge. David was told about the giant, and he realized that the Israelites were in great _danger.

David was not afraid, because he knew the promises of God, and he said, "Who is this unbelieving Philistine that he dares to defy the armies of the living God?" Without waiting for an answer, David picked up his staff and his sling, chose five smooth stones from the brook, and ran down to meet Goliath.

When Goliath saw that David was just a lad and that he had no sword or armor with which to fight, he doubled up with laughter and shouted, "Am I a dog, that you come to me with sticks? Then he cursed David and went on shouting, "Come to me, boy, and I will give your flesh to the birds of the air and the beasts of the field!" (1 Samuel 17:43,44)

David shouted back, "You come to me with a sword and a spear, but I come to you in the name of the Lord of armies, the God of the armies of Israel whom you have defied! Today, the Lord will deliver you into my hands, and I will kill you and take your head from you. Then we will give the bodies of the Philistine army to the birds of the air and to the beasts of the field so that all the earth shall know that there is a God in Israel. Everyone will know that the Lord doesn't deliver with sword and spear, for THE BATTLE IS THE LORD'S"

(1 Samuel 17:45-47)
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When David was within range of the giant, he took a stone from his shepherd's bag, put the stone in his sling, and fired. The stone hit Goliath between the eyes and sunk down into his forehead. David ran to him, took Goliath's own sword, and cut off his head!

The Philistines scattered when they saw that their champion was dead, and the Israelites pursued and killed them. It was a very great victory for Israel that day.

David had DIVINE VIEWPOINT, and he was able to destroy the giant because he wasn't afraid . . . he knew that the Lord would help him destroy the enemy.
You and I must also use Divine Viewpoint when we have challenges in our own lives.

"Fear thou not, for I am with thee. Be not dismayed, for I am thy God. I will strengthen thee, yea, I will help thee; I will uphold thee with the right hand of my righteousness".

(Isaiah 41:10)
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Quiz and Answers Lesson 10

1. What did a shepherd's crook look like and how was it used?
________________________________________________________________
2. Why was David called home to the sacrifice?  ________________

________________________________________________________________
3. How did the Lord speak to people before the Bible was completed? 
________________________________________________________________
4. How does God speak to us today? _____________________________

________________________________________________________________
5. What did David use to kill the giant? _______________________

________________________________________________________________
*******

ANSWERS TO QUIZ:

1. curved end to rescue sheep, and a straight end for discipline

2. David was to be anointed king over Israel

3. dreams, visions and direct conversations

4. the Bible

5. stunned him with a stone, and then cut off his head with the giant's own sword
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and Final Quiz

LESSON 11

The Bible is the Mind of Christ

In this lesson series, we have presented basic teaching that should help you grow spiritually.

The FOUNDATION for our spiritual growth must be that of PERSONAL FAITH IN THE LORD JESUS CHRIST. "Other foundation can no man lay than that which is laid, which is Christ Jesus".   (1 Corinthians 3:11)
Once the matter of our salvation is settled, we know that we must confess or name our sins to God in order to have fellowship with Him. "If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness". (1 John 1:9)

When we understand those two principles, we must get good teaching so we can grow spiritually. Knowing God's Word involves the following:

PRINCIPLES:



a principle is a truth that is foundational for knowing what is being taught

CATEGORIES:



a category is formed by taking a specific subject that is found throughout the Bible, putting it into clear, precise and absolute divisions of thought so we can understand and apply it correctly

DOCTRINES:



the basic meaning of the word "DOCTRINE" is "teaching". These doctrines were first given
to us in the original
languages
in which they were written. Bible scholars studied those scriptures for hundreds of years, and have presented them to us as truth .

Why do we need all of this information? Because our ultimate goal in the Christian life is to be able to think the way God thinks about every situation we may face in this life.  When we know and understand God's thoughts, we will think as He does, and we will have our mind focused on Jesus Christ and find His plan for our lives. The prophet Isaiah said: "For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways. For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my thoughts than your thoughts". (Isaiah 55:8,9)
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All of this may look as though it is impossible to accomplish, but BE PATIENT . . . it doesn't happen overnight! Some of the greatest believers of all time were trained for many years before they found God's purpose for their lives.  We studied about some of them in our previous lessons ... people like Joseph, who was 30 years old before he became Prime Minister of Egypt; David, who was anointed king as a teenager but didn't sit on the throne of Israel until he was 30 years of age; Moses, who spent 40 years as an unbeliever, learning the ways of the Egyptians and then spent another 40 years in the wilderness with the Children of Israel after leading them out of slavery.

You and I are living in the Church Age, and our primary purpose as Christians is to be an AMBASSADOR FOR JESUS CHRIST. The Apostle Paul said, "Now then, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God did beseech you by us, we pray you in Christ's stead, be reconciled to God". (2 Corinthians 5: 20) Paul and the other apostles were asking that we do this, because Jesus was no longer on the earth but in heaven.

Being RECONCILED TO GOD is to KNOW, UNDERSTAND and COMMUNICATE the GOSPEL to others when we have the opportunity to witness to them:

"..Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures. He was buried and rose again the third day according to the scriptures". (1 Corinthians 15:3,4)

A final word to our students:

"TRUST IN THE LORD WITH ALL THY HEART, AND LEAN NOT UNTO THY OWN UNDERSTANDING. IN ALL THY WAYS ACKNOWLEDGE HIM, AND HE SHALL DIRECT THY PATHS" (Proverbs 3:5,6)

The final exam follows. Please stay "tuned" for our next series called "THE IMPASSIBLE WALL".
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Final Exam and Answers
STUDENTS: This is the final exam for our series called "5-Steps in Christian Growth". Let's see how much you can remember. Write your answers down and compare them with the answers that follow the exam. If you missed some of them, you may want to go back and study the lessons again. Remember we ALL learn by REPITITION.

As the writer of these lessons, I truly miss having eye-contact with you. I haven't been able to see your reaction to the lessons or to the answers you give on this exam, but the one who will be teaching your class will have that blessing.

For three years, Jesus told His disciples that the Father's plan for Him was to die for the sins of the world. Just before He was to die, Jesus knew that they still didn't understand many of the things He had taught them, and He said, "Let these words sink down into your ears . . . the Son of Man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men!" After Jesus arose from the dead and ascended into heaven, they remembered and understood what He had told them.

FINAL EXAM:

1. Before you can apply the things you learn, what must you do? ____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
2. How can you be in fellowship with God? __________________________
____________________________________________________________________
3. What can the Holy Spirit teach you? _____________________________
____________________________________________________________________
4. What do we mean by CARNAL? ______________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
5. Why can a believer fail after a great victory? __________________
____________________________________________________________________
6. Why was the prophet Elijah afraid? ______________________________
____________________________________________________________________
7. What is the "Fruit of the Spirit"?  _____________________________
____________________________________________________________________
8. Can you name any of the CROWNS given to believers at the Judgment Seat of Christ? ____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________

9. What was God's discipline on the generation that came out of Egyptian slavery? __________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
10. What should be the object of our faith?   ______________________
After salvation? ___________________________________________________
11. What is Divine Viewpoint? ______________________________________ ____________________________________________________________________
12. What is the difference between being TESTED and being TEMPTED?
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
13. How could David be confident that he would be able to kill Goliath? ___________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
14. How did God communicate with people before the Bible was completed?  ________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
15. How does God speak to us today? ________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
16. What is the foundation for spiritual growth? ___________________
____________________________________________________________________
17. What should be the ultimate goal for the Christian's life? ____________________________________________________________________
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ANSWERS TO FINAL EXAM:

1. listen and concentrate so that you can understand and apply

2. by recognizing and confessing our sins to the Lord

3. only when you are in fellowship with God

4. being CARNAL means to be out of fellowship and controlled by your sin nature

5. we may fail because of pride

6. he got a threatening note from Jezebel, and he took his eyes off the Lord

7. love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faithfulness, meekness and self-control

8. crown of joy, crown of glory, crown of life, incorruptible crown

9. they had to wander in the wilderness for 40 years and die there

10. Jesus Christ must be the object, and after that the promises of God

11. to know how God thinks about everything

12. testing is given to find out what we have learned .... tempting is persuasion to act or think in an evil way

13. David trusted the Lord because he knew he would be king of Israel

14. through dreams, visions and direct conversations

15. now God speaks only through His Word
16. faith in Jesus Christ and His work on the cross

17. to be able to think the way God thinks about every situation
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