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The Bible presents many characters and settings with which we can teach Biblical truths in an entertaining way. We trust that the following Bible Playhouse dramatical presentations will encourage our audience to know more about God's Word as they relax and see our plays unfold before their eyes. 

Please feel free to use these plays in your church, Sunday School or little theater groups who may wish to use them. 

A WORD ABOUT THE PLAYWRIGHT 

The infallible Word of God has always held a very special place in my life, because, through it, the Saviour revealed Himself to me and gave me Eternal Life. 

After many years of studying the Bible and teaching young people the wonderful truths contained in it, I have recently attempted to dramatize a few of the true and fascinating stories involving the people and events God has revealed to us in His Word. 

It is my sincere hope that you, the "viewers" of these dramas, will get to know the Lord Jesus Christ better as you see how He guides and influences the lives of the characters which are portrayed from within the pages of the Bible. 

God has freely given us His Word, and the FALLBROOK RANCH PRODUCTIONS is presenting these plays to you for use in your Sunday Schools or wherever else you may find the opportunity to do so. 

TREASON OR TRIUMPH?
A Two-Act Drama 

CAST: 

ATHALIAH, regent over the nation of Judah

JOASH, young heir to the throne

JEHOSHABETH, aunt of Joash and wife of the high priest

JEHOIDA, high priest

ROYAL GUARDS

LEVITES AND TEMPLE PRIESTS

PROLOG 

During the years in which the Lord authorized kings over the nations of Judah and Israel, an evil woman with an overwhelming desire for power, appeared on the scene … her name was Athaliah.  She was the daughter of Ahab and Jezebel who ruled over the nation Israel.

Athaliah married Jehoram, son of Jehoshaphat king of Judah, and when her husband died, their son Ahaziah ruled for only one year and he died.  Athaliah set herself up as regent and ruled Judah for seven years.  In order to protect herself, she immediately ordered the execution of all possible heirs to the throne; however, one of the king’s sons was hidden in the house of the high priest during her reign and escaped the sword … his name was Joash.  The following drama reveals some of the events which took place during those eventful years.

ACT ONE ….. SCENE ONE

SETTING

Athaliah is seated on her throne in the palace at Jerusalem with a few temple guards standing by.

ATHALIAH:  (speaking proudly and defiantly to the temple guards)  “My husband is dead, and our son has died after being your king for just one year.  Now I will be ruler over this nation!”

TEMPLE GUARDS:  (horribly stunned at her words)  “But … there are still many of royal blood in Judah … surely, one of them should be the rightful heir to the throne!”

ATHALIAH:   (rising to her feet shouts)  “I order you to execute all possible heirs to the throne of Judah!  Go at once, and do not spare even one of them!”

TEMPLE GUARDS:  (bowing before her as they leave to carry out her orders)  “Yes, your majesty.”

END … ACT ONE … SCENE ONE

ACT ONE … SCENE TWO

In the high priest’s living quarters, Jehoshabeth, wife of the high priest Jehoida, receives an unexpected visit from one of the royal guards.

TEMPLE GUARD:  “Jehoshabeth!  You must act quickly!  That wicked Athaliah has declared herself regent and has ordered us to destroy all possible heirs to the throne!  Even as we speak, many of the king’s sons are being slaughtered!”

JEHOSHABETH:  (stunned and shocked)  “Athaliah wouldn’t hesitate for a moment to kill my nephew Joash who is the rightful heir to the throne!  Find him quickly and bring him to me.  We will hide him from that wicked woman!”

JEHOIDA:  (suddenly enters)  “There’s an unusual amount of noise around the palace today, what’s causing all the commotion?”

JEHOSHABETH:  This guard has informed me that Athaliah has made herself regent over Judah and has ordered the execution of all the king’s sons!  We must find Joash at once and hide him here!”

JEHOIDA:  “You’re right, my dear … he’ll surely be safe with us, because Athaliah never comes to the temple to worship the Lord God.”  (he turns to the guard and says…)

“You did the right thing in coming to warn us, but now you must leave quickly before Athaliah hears of your disobedience to her orders!”

TEMPLE GUARD:  “I’ll assemble some others who are loyal to you and wait for further instructions from you.”

(the guard exits)

END … ACT ONE … SCENE TWO

ACT TWO … SCENE ONE

SETTING

Six years later, we find Jehoida, the high priest, talking to the temple guards about his plans to outsmart Athaliah.  She has been ruling as regent for seven years without any apparent opposition, but the people have grown weary of her tyranny.

Jehoida has shown great wisdom and ability by waiting to act until public sentiment revealed that the people were ready for a change.

JEHOIDA:  (speaking to his loyal temple guards)  “I have sent for some priests and Levites from other cities in Judah who are willing to help us put young Joash on the throne.”

TEMPLE GUARD:  “You know you have our complete cooperation.  What shall we do for you?”

JEHOIDA:  “Arm yourselves, and first thing tomorrow morning, place your men in every strategic area in and around the temple.  When everything is secure and ready, the priests and Levites will accompany my sons and me as we escort the young lad Joash into the throne room for a coronation ceremony and declare him to be king.”

TEMPLE GUARD:  “Some of the spears and shields which belonged to king David are still in the palace.  We will arm ourselves with them and wait for you to enter with the lad.”

(as the guards leave, a number of priests and Levites enter the room)

JEHOIDA:  (motioning to them …)  “Come in, and I’ll tell you what you must do.  Early tomorrow morning, go to the front entrance of the temple.  You will find temple guards stationed at every strategic area, and young Joash will be standing by the throne along with me and my sons.  When your men have formed an unbroken circle around us, we will anoint the king.  The guards will prevent anyone else from entering the throne room.”

END … ACT TWO … SCENE ONE

ACT TWO … SCENE TWO

SETTING

Seven-year old Joash has just been crowned king of Judah, and as is customary for a newly crowned king, he stands against a pillar near the throne and is holding a scroll of the Law of Moses in his hands.  The priests and Levites are all around him, and Jehoida and his sons are standing by as the invited guests shout, ‘GOD SAVE THE KING!”

Meanwhile, Athaliah has been worshipping in her idol temple nearby, but when she hears the shouts of the people, she leaves her idols and runs frantically to the palace.

ATHALIAH:  “What is the meaning of this!  Who is this boy you have just crowned king of Judah?  THIS IS TREASON!”

JEHOIDA:  (shouting to the temple guards ..)  “Arrest that woman, and take her out of the temple!  Don’t kill her here, but take her out through the horse gate and execute her!”

The temple guards obey Jehoida’s command, and they take Athaliah by force to the place of execution.

Joash ruled as king for forty years, and he did that which was right in the eyes of the Lord all the days of Jehoida the high priest who guided him.
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